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Dexrazoxane for Anthracycline Extravasation EDITOR: Mark Abramowicz, M.D.
. DEPUTY EDITOR: Gianna Zuccotti, M.D., M.P.H., Weill Medical College
The FDA has approved a new formulation of dexrazox- of Cornell University
ane (Totect) for treatment of extravasation from intra- EDITOR, DRUG INFORMATION: Jean-Marie Pflomm, Pharm.D.
venous (|V) anthracyclines such as doxorubicin CSSJ;L?;JI;I;\%;IIDA;ZE DRUG INTERACTIONS: Philip D. Hansten, Pharm.D.,
(Adriamycin, and others). Dexrazoxane has been avail- ADVISORY BOARD:
able since 1995 as Zinecard for prOtECtion againSt the JDL;:'Z :irjt(;lrj‘rvlmkD.ésﬁr%keh;e:ljer#hnlgveSrjg brook Health Sciences Centre
cardiac toxicity of anthracyclines (Med Lett Drugs Ther James D. Kenney, M.D., Yale University s)éhool of Medicine
1995; 37110) It is also available generically. The drug's Richard B. Kim, M.D., University of Western Ontario
precise mechanism Of action iS not known, bUt anthracy- Gerald L.lMandeII, M.D., LlJnivelrsity of\(irginia School of Medicine
o q 0 - Hans Meinertz, M.D., University Hospital, Copenhagen
clines are vesicants that bind to DNA and act as oxidiz- Dan M. Roden, M.D., Vanderbilt University School of Medicine
ing agents in the presence of iron. Dexrazoxane is a F. Estelle R. Simons, M.D., University of Manitoba B
topoisomerase inhibitor, possibly interfering with anthra- ggﬂ_géﬁ\eﬁgg&i?b%g‘ N Vet Uiy Seiue) @ MEdEms
cycline effects on DNA, and is also a potent iron-chelat- Vanessa K. Dalton, M.D., M.PH., University of Michigan Medical School
ing agent, preventing free-radical formation. In uncon- Lauren K. Schwartz, M.D., Mount Sinai School of Medicine .
trolled clinical trials, dexrazoxane appears to have pre- S IS S SR T R S SR DG
vented severe necrosis that would require surgical SENIOR ASSOCIATE EDITORS: Donna Goodstein, Amy Faucard
debridement (HT Mouridsen et al. Ann Oncol 2007; ASSISTANT EDITOR: Cynthia Macapagal Covey
18:546. epub). It is given in a dose of 1000 mg/m? (2000 e AL okl T —
mg maximum) as an IV infusion over 1-2 hours as soon VP FINANCE & OPERATIONS: Yosef Wissner-Levy
as possible (no later than 6 hours) after extravasation has Founded in 1959 by
occurred and again 24 hours later, and then in a dose of ARy Geetlst e (Ewelle) e D)
500 mg/m2 (1000 mg maximum) 48 hours after the first
dose. The dose should be reduced by halfin patients with Copyright and Disclaimer: The Medical Letter is an independent nonprofit
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