The Medical Letter®

On Drugs and Therapeutics

Published by The Medical Letter, Inc. ® 145 Huguenot Street, New Rochelle, NY 10801 ¢ A Nonprofit Publication

IN THIS ISSUE (starts on next page)

In Brief: Duration of Use of Bisphosphonates........ p77

Important Copyright Message

The Medical Letter® publications are protected by US and international copyright laws.
Forwarding, copying or any distribution of this material is prohibited.

Sharing a password with a non-subscriber or otherwise making the contents of this site available
to third parties is strictly prohibited.

By accessing and reading the attached content | agree to comply with US and international
copyright laws and these terms and conditions of The Medical Letter, Inc.

For further information click: Subscriptions, Site Licenses, Reprints
or call customer service at: 800-211-2769

FORWARDING OR COPYING IS A VIOLATION OF US AND INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT LAWS


http://medicalletter.org/subscriptions_products
http://medicalletter.org/sitelicense
http://medicalletter.org/copyright

The Medical Letter publications are protected by US and international copyright laws.
Forwarding, copying or any other distribution of this material is strictly prohibited.
For further information call: 800-211-2769

The Medical Letter®

On Drugs and Therapeutics

Published by The Medical Letter, Inc. ¢ 145 Huguenot Street, New Rochelle, NY 10801 ¢ A Nonprofit Publication

Volume 53 (Issue 1374)
October 3, 2011

IN BRIEF
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Duration of Use of Bisphosphonates

The FDA and two of its advisory committees have been
debating whether to recommend limiting the duration of
use of bisphosphonates in order to prevent atypical
femoral fractures and possibly other side effects of the
drugs. The agency produced a 182-page background
document on this subject for a joint meeting of the
Reproductive Health Drugs and the Drug Safety and
Risk Management Advisory Committees held on
September 9, 2011 (www.fda.gov). The document con-
cluded that there is no clear evidence, with regard to
fractures, of benefit or harm in continuing the drugs
beyond 3-5 years. The two advisory committees recom-
mended that the labels for these drugs clarify their dura-
tion of use; they did not specify what that duration
should be. A Treatment Guidelines from The Medical
Letterissue on Drugs for Postmenopausal Osteoporosis
will be published in November.
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